We would like to thank Barresi et al. for the interest shown in our publication in Virchows Archiv [1] . In a recent study, our group analyzed immunohistochemical expression of HOXB13 in a series of metastatic tumors from different known primaries, including 15 metastases from prostate cancer [1] . We are pleased that the results Barresi et al. reported in their recent paper are close to ours, notably strong staining for HOXB13 in metastatic tumor tissue [2] . They encountered the same technical problems as we did, and we fully agree with their findings. With Barresi et al., we find that more specific additional markers should be used to confirm bone metastasis originating from a prostate cancer. This topic has only rarely been addressed in formal studies, mostly due to the problem of small samples which are difficult to cut and stain. In conclusion, we emphasize that determining prostate cancer origin of a bone metastasis has been insufficiently explored in terms of methodology, and additional studies would be very welcome. 
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